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SYPALA AT A GLANCE  
 

he Students and Young Professionals African Liberty Academy (SYPALA) is 

Imani’s flagship educational program. It forms part of IMANI’s mission of training 

the next generation of visionary leaders who will carry the torch of liberty and 

blaze the trail of prosperity in Africa.  

 

SYPALA workshops, organized annually bring together students and young 

professionals across Africa with the aim of equipping them with the right tools to effect 

the needed change in their respective communities.  

The 2016 edition of SYPALA held in Accra, Ghana marks a decade of preaching the 

gospel of liberty across Africa. Previous editions were held in Kenya, Zimbabwe, 

Malawi, and Nigeria.   

MISSION 

Sypala works towards building sound foundations for free societies across Africa 

VISION  

Sypala’s vision is to be the number one point of reference for training young professionals and 
students in providing practical and indigenous solutions to Africa’s problems. 

T  
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SYPALA 2016  

 

The 2016 edition of Sypala was held 

under the Theme “Any Dividends for 

Africa after Half a Century of Good 

Governance & Democracy?” at the 

Mensvic Hotel, Accra, Ghana from 8-9 

June 2016.                               

75 students from Ghana, Nigeria, 

Canada and Cameroun were selected 

to participate in the 2016 edition of 

Sypala. The participants were selected 

through a competitive essay 

competition on the topic: “How is technology affecting youth activism and accountable 

governance in Africa.” 

The unique format of SYPALA 2016 enabled the participants to easily engage speakers, 

ask questions, challenge conventional wisdom and attempt to proffer solutions to 

Africa’s basket of development challenges.  

Over the two days, ten thought-provoking presentations were delivered by policy 

experts, entrepreneurs, activists and other industry players.  The presentations were as 

follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The Evolution of SYPALA , the need for economic freedom and the proven principles 

of sound public policy – by Mr. Franklin Cudjoe, CEO of IMANI Center for Policy and 

Education (IMANI);  

 

2. Media, Politics & Pushing the Boundaries of Accountability – by Mr. Richard Dela 

Sky, Journalist at Citi FM;  

 

 

3. Can African governments accommodate the growing freedoms provided by the new 

media? – by Mr. Selorm Branttie, Country Strategist (Ghana) at mPedigree;  

 

4. Why is it difficult for some African leaders to respect constitutional term limits? – by 

Dr. Jemimah Nunoo, Lecturer at GIMPA;  

 

 

5. Discussion on Ghana’s preparedness for elections in November: The IMANIFESTO 

story – by Ms. Maud Martei & Mr. Franklin Cudjoe, respectively Researcher and 

CEO, IMANI;  

 

 

A cross section of Participants at the 2016 SYPALA  
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SUMMARY OF LECTURES 

The lectures were designed to enhance the knowledge of participants on Africa’s unique 

political and governance environment for better understanding of Africa’s development 

challenges. Speakers came from Ghana and Nigeria. Below are summaries of each of 

the lectures:  

The first day of SYPALA began with a brief introduction by Mr. Franklin Cudjoe, 

discussing the history and aim of SYPALA, and IMANI. He also shared insights on 

policymaking in Ghana, stating that capitalism isn’t a Western concept. He argued that 

pro-market institutions existed in Ghana and indeed in other parts of Africa prior to 

colonization. According to him the architecture of those institutions was changed after 

independence to suit the interests of “Independence fighters” at the detriment of long-

term development of the country and to a large extent, the continent.  

First to present was Mr. Richard Dela Sky. He spoke on Media, Politics & Pushing the 

Boundaries of Accountability. He posited that there couldn’t be democratic 

6. The new love for Africa: India, China, Turkey. Who is next? Is Africa that pretty? – by 

Mr. Aboagye Mintah and Mr. Kofi Boahen, Respectively Head of Business 

development and Energy Lead, IMANI  

 

 

7. How is technology influencing youth activism and accountable governance? – by Ms. 

Ethel Cofie, CEO and Founder of EDEL Technology Consulting 

 

8. Africa rising: Did we peak too early into the new hope? What happened to “The 

African Renaissance” story?– by Mr. Yofi Grant, Investment Banker  

 

 

9. Why businesses must support knowledge creation and intellectual capital in the 

policy space – by Mr. Senyo Hosi, CEO of the Ghana Chamber of Bulk Oil 

Distributors 

 

10. Can Nigeria save itself and pull the rest of Africa along? – by Mr. Japheth Omojuwa 

and Mr. Adedayo Thomas, Respectivily CEO, the Alpha Reach and Executive 

Director, African Liberty Organization for Development.  

 



5 
 

accountability without the existence of a free 

media. He cited multiple instances where 

Journalists all around the world aided in the 

uncovering of wrong-dongs by public 

officials. He gave the examples of Watergate 

in the United States, Ghanaian undercover 

journalist Anas Aremeyaw Anas and 

corruption in the Ghanaian judicial system, 

the Ghana Youth Employment and 

Entrepreneurial Agency (GYEEDA) scandal in 2006 and the recent scandalous GH¢3.6 

million branding contract for 116 Metro Mass Transit (MMT) buses in Ghana. He 

indicated that the huge amount of money lost to corruption can be invested in sectors 

such as Education, Health and Infrastructure.  

He called on the media to use their power to build a better society by reporting accurate 

facts, asking probing questions and going the extra mile to uncover wrong-doings by 

public servants. In conclusion, he noted that “At some point a government will fail its 

people but at NO point must the people fail their nation; for a nation fails when its 

people fail”.  

 

Mr. Selorm Branttie, the next presenter, looked further at how the new media can be 

used to protect and defend the freedom of the masses. He presented a historical trend 

of technological advancements on the continent over the last five decades. 50 years 

ago, there was limited access to information, information circulation was controlled by 

governments and citizens hardly participated in decision making. The emergence of the 

new media which include social media, news portals and blogs allowed for the free flow 

of information and strengthened citizen voice in governance. He, however, noted that 

many governments feel threatened by this development. As a result, they are pursuing 

anti-new media policies. He cited the examples of Uganda which shut down social 

media on the 2016 Election Day.  He indicated that the circulation of free and accurate 

information contributes to strengthening Government anti-corruption efforts.  

The third presentation of the day, given by Dr. Jemima Nunoo, sparked a heated debate 

among participants, on the issue of Constitutional term limits for African Presidents.  

She noted that term limits are a relatively new phenomenon on the continent, which 

became popular in Africa after the push for democratization in the 1990s. She indicated 

that out of 64 constitutions adopted or amended between 1990 and 2010, more than 

three-quarters (49) incorporated tenure limitations. She took participants through a 

series of arguments “Against” and “For” Constitutional Term Limits in Africa. She noted 

the following points:  

 

At some point a government will fail its people 

but at NO point must the people fail their 

nation; for a nation fails when its people fail.  

– Richard Dela Sky  
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 Afrobarometer survey - in 34 African countries, about three-quarters of citizens 

favour limiting presidential mandates to two terms.  

 Support for term limits has been consistently high over time and is the majority 

view even in countries that have never had term limits or that have removed term 

limits from their constitutions.  

 More-educated citizens tend to express 

greater support for term limits, as do citizens 

with greater exposure to the new media.  

In conclusion, she noted the following as being 

the major reasons of the non-compliance of 

term limits by African presidents:  

 Addiction to trappings of power;  

 Fear of prosecution once out of power 

(either locally or internationally) 

 And the underdevelopment of African 

democratic culture.  

 

Ms. Maud Martei and Mr. Franklin Cudjoe then 

took to the stage to explain IMANIFesto, a 

framework developed by IMANI that assesses 

political manifestos in Ghana using a coding 

system comprised of quantitative indicators. Mr. 

Cudjoe gave an overview of the IMANIFesto 

Project. He indicated that the Project actually 

started in 2008 when IMANI tried to steer media attention away from boring political 

campaign promises to asking the real question about the financial outlay for achieving 

the promises politicians kept making. He said similar exercise was carried out in 2012. 

He noted that with the support of the UNDP, IMANI delivered a product called Manifesto 

TV, which sought experts’ opinion on policy issues. So in 2015, IMANI introduced 

IMANIFesto, a framework that assesses political manifestos using a coding system 

comprised of quantitative indicators. It analyses the status of implementation of pledges 

contained in the manifesto of the ruling party, the feasibility of manifestos presented by 

political parties prior to elections among other things. Ms. Martei then took over to 

explain the methodology and assessment process employed by IMANIFesto. She said 

that the overall assessment work revealed that the ruling National Democratic Congress 

(NDC) scored 47% in terms of the deliverability of their campaign promises. 

Even though I have been learning 

some of these things in school but 

SYPALA 2016 has served as the gap 

between what I have been learning 

and what is really happening on the 

ground. The school work has given 

me theoretical knowledge but 

SYPALA has given me the practical 

knowledge. I am thankful for Imani 

Ghana and Atlas Network for this 

opportunity. – Joseph Antwi-Boasiako 
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…Africa is going to be 

running the world in the 

next 30/40 years. 

 

 

he also revealed IMANI’s plans for this year’s General Elections (scheduled to 

come off on November 7, 2016) which include the relaunching of Manifesto TV 

(Now IMANIFesto Tv) political parties’ engagements among others.  

Mr. Aboagye Mintah and Mr. Kofi Boahen delivered the last lecture of the day on the 

topic: The new love for Africa: India, China, and Turkey. Who is next? Is Africa that 

pretty? They noted that the volume for trade between the aforementioned countries and 

Africa has grown more in the last decade than the volume for trade with Africa’s 

traditional trading partners namely the European Union and the United States. For 

example, trade between China and Africa grew by 2,400% between 2002 and 2014 and 

by 733% between Turkey and Africa for the same period, whilst trade had only 

increased by 36% between the US and Africa from 2003 to 2014. What this indicates is 

that Africa is still attracting traditional partners, but also, new and prospective partners 

are realizing investment potentials in Africa, such as the abundance of natural 

resources, human resources, minerals and arable lands. According to them, the next 

countries to become trade partners with Africa could include Brazil and Russia, 

depending on the political relationships and foreign policies these countries face with 

other nations. 

 

Day 2  

Ms. Ethel Cofie opened the day with a presentation on the topic: How is technology 

influencing youth activism and accountable governance?  

She noted that Africa is the youngest continent and by the 

end of the 21st century, Africa will hold 40% of the world’s 

workforce. For her, this is an opportunity, as Africa is going 

to be running the world in the next 30/40 years. The 

question is whether the Continent is prepared for this.  

She said that technology can be used to push agendas as it enables citizens to voice 

their opinions on government policies, collect and visualise data and facilitate 

government efficacy among other things. She gave examples of how Technological 

tools can be used to facilitate the involvement of the youth in the governance process of 

their countries. Such examples include Budgit, a civic organization that applies 

technology to intersect citizen engagement with institutional improvement, to facilitate 

societal change; Ushahidi, a self-reporting platform political violence and conflict-related 

issues; and Odekro, an online platform that provides public access to Bills, Motions, and 

Parliamentary debates in Ghana. She also cited her initiative, “Women In Tech Africa” , 

S 
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as a platform that harnesses the strength of women in technology to network and work 

towards change in their communities. However, she emphasized that technology is not 

a magic bullet; at the end of the day, you still have to work with human beings to make a 

change. Advocating offline too is needed to really make a change. 

Mr. Yofi Grant followed with a presentation on: Africa rising: Did we peak too early into 

the new hope? What happened to “The African Renaissance” story? Delving deeper 

into the Africa Rising Narrative, He noted that Africa has all the human and natural 

resources in order to drive the needed change. He indicated that despite all the 

resources Africa has to its advantage, out of the 54 countries, 34 are ranked as the 

Least Developed Countries (LDC) in the world. He also deplored the fact that only 5% of 

Global Foreign Direct Investments go to Africa. Mr. Grant does not believe that Africa is 

rising, citing many instances of bad governance, corruption, growth without 

development, weak and inadequate legal structures among other development 

deficiencies.   

 

r. Senyo Hosi gave the next presentation relating to business support to 

knowledge creation and intellectual capital in the policy space. He mentioned 

that businesses do not operate in isolation. He indicated that Businesses have 

to cope with prevailing laws, tax regimes, regulations, the justice security delivery 

system determined by Politicians – sometimes with negative effects. Indeed, he 

acknowledged that Policy makers do not always align policy interventions with the 

goals, fears and practices of businesses. He concluded by stating that “Businesses can 

therefore not stay reactive, aloof or indifferent in the policy making sphere. Businesses 

must anticipate and analyze policy needs, influence policy making, partake and monitor 

implementation and evaluate policy all in a bid to constructively shape the wider 

exogenous environment that most impacts its prospects, aspirations in an economy in 

which it is the most significant player.” He also implored the private sector players to 

invest in think tanks, who indeed work towards safeguarding the interest of the Private 

sector.  

 
To end the series of presentations, Mr. Japheth Omojuwa and Mr. Adebayo Thomas 

debated whether Nigeria could save itself and pull the rest of Africa along. Mr. Thomas 

was of the view that Nigeria could not act as a big brother to the rest of Africa due to the 

many development challenges it is confronted with. Mr. Omojuwa, however, believed 

that Africa’s largest economy could set the pace for Africa’s long-term development. He 

said with Nigeria’s soft power in Africa: music, movies and language reaching many 

countries, it can contribute to the integration of the continent’s population.  

 

M 
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MEDIA COVERAGE 
SYPALA 2016 had a huge following in the Ghanaian media during the 2 days. It was 

covered by 2 online news portals (Ghanaweb, Spynews agency); 2 newspapers (The 

Punch and Finder), 7 radio stations (Oman Fm, Pink Fm, Kesben Fm, Onua Fm, Joy 

News, Agoo Fm) and 2 TV stations (TV3 and MultiTV news).  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Sypala 2016 received massive followership on social media. All the presentations were 

live tweeted using the hashtag #Sypala16 making it possible for the general public to be 

part of it.  

#SYPALA16 was among the top 5 trends on twitter in Ghana on 8th and 9th June. The 

hashtag recorded 2,593,104 impressions for over 500 tweets from 67 users over the 

two days. Questions tweeted at the official IMANI Twitter handle @imaniafrwere 

addressed by lecturers.  

 

SYPALA 2016 IMPACT  
SYPALA 2016 lectures were motivating, thought-provoking and intellectually 

stimulating. Many of the participants shared their awesome experiences of how the 

lectures, debates and discussions have imparted their preconceived mindset on 

democracy, development, public policy and technology. Many of the participants vowed 

to play active roles in promoting economic freedom and liberty ideas in their respective 

communities.  

Below are testimonies of some of the participants:   

 

 

 

y name is Derick Ekem Sedenkor and participant of this 

year’s SYPALA. I must confess that the programme 

was one of the remarkable events I have participated in 

so far. SYPALA for me was succinct yet deep and thought 

provoking such that some of us felt greatly imbibed with so much 

knowledge.  

M 



10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SYPALA and the African Liberty Forum gave me a chance to find myself in the light 

of truth to understand certain issues derailing the development of the African 

continent.  

It was an opportunity of a life time. Men and women who are on the ground 

changing the course of life imparted in me their wisdom. 

 SYPALA 2016 has changed my ideology, and really changed my life and I can’t 

stop talking about it because I got chance to also hear from colleague participants 

yearning for change. Thank you IMANI AFRICA for organizing SYPALA for the 

youth. – MARKSANCHEBE 

============ 

I have always had self-doubt and ideological distress as to whether a free market 

economy is an ideal economic system to be pursued by African states because of 

their communal orientation. Sypala removed those doubts. It reinforced the free 

market ideology and sharpened my arguments and views not only on Free market, 

but on liberty, democracy and trade. Sypala offered an extraordinary intellectual 

experience. - FELIX DADE 

============ 

This year's SYPALA has reignited in me passion and hope in Africa even though 

there are a few challenges of which I know we will conquer"- FELIX AYISI DARKO 

============ 

#SYPALA16 was just not another gathering of brilliant minds but an eye opening 

experience beyond the classroom experience. Speakers’ presentations were not 

only revealing but set participations on the trail to African renaissance. I have been 

empowered to think and act differently. – SAMPSON ADOTEY JUNIOR  
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PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES  
Certificates were awarded to all participants  who successfully                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

completed the entire seminar.  

 

SYPALA IN PICTURES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 You can also download all the presentations of 

SYPALA 2016 @ www.sypala.org/sypala16   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View all pictures @ sypala.org  

http://www.sypala.org/sypala16
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CONCLUSION  
The 2016 edition of SYPALA was great success. In all over 150 people participated with 

over a million joining in on the discussions virtually.  

The participants drawn from Ghana, Nigerian, Canada and Cameroun were taken 

through lectures and debates on Africa’s Dividends after Half a Century of Good 

Governance & Democracy and challenged on how they could contribute towards liberty 

and development in their respective countries.   

IMANI Center for Policy and Education appreciates the efforts its financial partner, Atlas 

Network for supporting SYPALA.  

 

For more information, visit www.sypala.org 

 

June, 2016 

IMANI Center for Policy and Education 

House No 44, Kinshasa Avenue, Accra-Ghana  

http://www.sypala.org/

